
JARASH
Jarash lies in a fertile region set in the heart of the mountains of Gilead, eighty-five miles northeast of Jerusalem and twenty-six miles north of the Jordanian captial Amman. A valley runs approximately north and south, and while to the north the hills draw together and enclose the area, to the south they open out. The village of Swailah can be glimpsed far to the west, which lies on the road from Amman to Jerusalem. The setting is a great part of the charm of the place, for a little stream runs through the center of the town, dividing the eastern from the western section, and even in the heat of summer, when the surrounding hills are brown and arid, the walnut and poplar trees which line its banks are always green and pleasant to the eye. The area was forested in ancient times, but were used to feed the copper smelters, among other uses.
A route from Petra in the south passed this way to Bostra and Damascus. The early city's water came from the Wadi Jarash, through which flowed the Golden River (Chrysorrhoas) in antiquity. 
Later, the main source of water supply for the town was the spring, Ain Qarawan, within the city walls. This is a strong, perennial spring, which seldom runs short of water, but as it lies almost in the bed of the valley it was too low to supply the needs of the great temples and fountains of the western bank. A channel was built from a spring about 1/2 mile up the valley to the north, and situated at a considerably higher level than Ain Qarawan. There was apparently sufficient water here to supply the needs of at least the western section of the town.
Although excavations have shown that Jerash was occupied in Neolithic and Early Bronze Age times, little is known before the foundation of a Hellenistic city here under the name of Antioch-on-the-Chrysorrhoas, apparently a Seleucid king. The wealth of Jarash under Roman rule must have been considerable, and would seem to have derived mainly from agricultural sources, [there being good cornlands immediately to the east], for it is not on any particular trade route nor is it especially well placed strategically. It is possible that the iron mines in the Ajlun hills to the west may have had been exploited, for a later Arab writer says it was noted then for its fine daggers.
Jarash was first destroyed by the 30-31 BCE earthquake of Jericho. However, it is more likely that its largest deformation occurred in the year 746 CE and nothing much was left to be considerably affected by later strong earthquakes. Jarash became a city of refuge for fleeing Palestinians, Chritians, or Jews, depending upon politics of the time. 
Eusebius and Jerome specify the position of Ramoth-gilead as 15 miles from Amman; one however placing it east and the other west of that place. Ramoth may be Gerasa, the modern Jarash. 
HISTORY
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Early History
Flint implements have been found, the presence of which indicates that here was at least part of the site of Neolithic Jarash, about 6000 BCE. The natural caves overlooking the stream here were also occupied in this period, as they are occasionally still are. To the northeast of the town is the site of an Early Bronze Age village, from about 2500 BCE. On the hilltops above are the ruined remains of some dolmens, which belong to either the Chalcolithic or late Neolithic culture, about 4000 BCE. 
Hellenistic Era
Exactly when Jarash began to emerge from the obscurity of a small village to the importance of a Hellenistic town cannot now be determined, though this could not have taken place before the 4th century BCE. The town was at one time called Antioch on the Chrysorhoas, suggesting that one of the Seleucid kings with the name Antiochus was responsible for the transformation. This was probably Antiochus IV in the early second century BCE. Another possible candidate for the honor is Ptolemy II Philadelphus of Egypt (283-246 BCE). 
There is no historical mention of Jarash until the end of the second century BCE, when Josephus refers to it as the place to which Theodosus, the "Tyrant" of Philadelphia, removed his treasure for safe keeping in the temple of Zeus when he had been turned out of Gadara. It appears that in those times the Zeus temple was an inviolable sanctuary, and any person taking refuge there, or any articles laid up for safe keeping, were free from molestation or theft so long as they remained within the precincts. After the weakening of the Seleucid dynasty, Jarash fell to Alexander Jannaeus, the Jewish high priest and ruler, and it appears to have remained in Jewish hands until the coming of the Roman general Pompey. 
After Pompey took over in 63 BCE, Jarash was attached to the province of Syria. This was the great turning point in the history of the town, and was recognized as such in its calendar, for all dates are given as Pompeian era. Under Hellenistic administration cities had enjoyed certain rights of self-government, and this policy was wisely continued under the new administration. Jarash had enjoyed these rights, and early in the Roman period of its history it joined the league of free cities known as the Decapolis. The greatest benefit conferred on its provinces and colonies by the Roman rule was perhaps the Pax Romana, which ensured a degree of security never before experienced in the Middle East. The effect on Jarash of this security was that commerce and agriculture expanded rapidly; people were able to devote time to the arts of peace.
There was a flourishing trade with the Nabataeans during the first centuries BCE-CE, and many coins of their king, Aretas IV, have been found there. Nabataean influence played a part in the architectural development of Jarash, as shown by the buldings remaining.
When the province of Arabia was formed in 106 CE Jarash and the environs became a part of it.
Hadrian visited the city in 130. From the middle of the 3rd century the city suffered a decline that lasted about two centuries. In the later 4th century a great Christian metropolis grew up with over a dozen churches. Inscriptions of the period record the dedication by citizens of altars, pedestals, statues and stelae, and the erection of buildings now unidentifiable. Still others show that there were many priests of the cult of the living emperors, and that there were shrines to Zeus Helios Serapis, Zeus Poseidon, Isis, Apollo and Diana. The names of several provincial governors, procurators and other officials are recorded in other texts, and there is mention of the presence of soldiers of the third Cyrenaica and a tribune of the tenth Gemina legions.
The peak of the town's development and wealth was reached early in the 3rd century, when Jarash was promoted to the rank of colony. After a few decades, it’s importance was gradually but steadily downhill, closely connected with the fortunes of the Roman Empire. The spate of building activity ceased, as there are many details of carving and decoration which have been left unfinished. 
The destruction of Palmyra in the north and the growth of the Sassanian kingdom in Iraq effectively put a stop to big-scale commerce. Desert trade routes were abandoned and most of the transit trade now went by sea. Towns like Jarash, almost on the eastern border of the Roman Empire, must have felt the effect of all this at once, and furthermore, with the weakening of Roman power, the old predatory instincts of the desert tribes came to the surface again and security became doubtful. But under Diocletian the Sassanians were defeated (c.300 CE), and there was a short period during which some building operations were carried out. The quality of the work, however, was slipshod. 
By the middle of the 4th century there was a large Christian community in Jarash, and the cathedral and the Fountain Court were already functioning. The fourth-century writer Epiphanius states that some of his contemporaries had drunk from the fountain of Jarash, the waters of which turned to wine each year at the anniversary of the miracle of Cana. But from the town itself there is little history to be gleaned in this century; inscriptions are conspicuous by their absence, and the only outside reference tells that Christians were represented at the council of Seleucia in 359 CE, by the Bishop Exeresius. Bishop Placcus represented them at the council of Chalcedon in 451, by which time Christianity must have become the ruling religion of the town.
The last church of which we know at present is that built by Bishop Genesius in 611 CE, and the Persian invasion of 614 was the beginning of the end of Jarash. The Muslim conquest in about 636 completed the decline of the city, which, though it continued to be occupied, gradually shrank to about a quarter of its original size. A series of bad earthquakes, particularly that of 747, destroyed many of the churches and buildings, and as no one could afford to rebuild or even clear them, they were left exactly as they fell.
Etymology
Inscriptions call the town Antioch on the Chrysorhoas, meaning "Golden River". The early form of the present name, Jerash, was Gerasa. 
The Bible refers to a Ramoth-gilead, which seems to indicate Jarash also. Ramoth-gilead (ra'moth gil'ead) translates as "heights of Gilead." Ramoth-gilead, one of the great fastnesses to the east of Jordan River, and the key to an important district. It was the city of refuge for the tribe of Gad and the residence of one of Solomon's commissariat officers. During the invasion related in 1Ki.15:20, or some subsequent incursion, this important place had been seized by Ben-hadad I, king of Syria. The incidents of Ahab's expedition are well known. Later it was taken by Israel, and held in spite of all the efforts of Hazael, king of Damascus, to regain it. Henceforward Ramoth-gilead disappears from our view.
Some confusion exits over Bible references to Jarash and Gadara, and they are treated as the same place. Jarash was fairly famous and hence was well known to Palestinians. Christ performed a miracle in a town near the Jordan River, and Gadara is best suited for the site. Writers of the Bible probably mixed them up. Gerasa is up on the Jordanian plateau, and Gadara is in the rift valley, nearer to Sea of Galilee. 
MONUMENTS
General
The ruins of Jarash, archaeologically speaking of course, are comparatively recent, for there is nothing visible now that dates before the Christian era. But there is ample evidence that the site was occupied even as far back as the prehistoric period, as is indeed only to be expected of a place with such a fine permanent water supply. The surprising thing is that there seem to have been gaps in the occupation, or at any rate periods when it was not great enough to leave any traces. The excavators deciphered 150 inscriptions, besides inventorying thousands of coins and small finds.
This frenzied activity in c.22 CE not merely continued but even increased in the second century. Emperor Trajan, about 106 CE, extended the Roman frontiers, annexed the Nabataean kingdom, and built a magnificent series of roads throughout the provinces. More and more trade came to Jarash, more and more wealth was accumulated, and many of the large public buildings considered as the last word in the first century, were pulled down and replaced by more elaborate and ornate structures. 
This second century CE saw the golden age of Jarash, when most of the great buildings one admires today were erected. The Emperor Hadrian paid a personal visit to the town, spending a part of the winter of 129-130 there, and his visit was the signal for a fresh outburst of building activity. The Triumphal Arch was erected to celebrate so important an event, and it would seem that there was the intention to extend the area of the city as far as the arch, for the ends were left rough, as though for bonding in to a wall. But no doubt the city fathers had enough on their hands already, and after Hadrian's departure the project was abandoned, and attention returned to the center of the city. Here a huge program of expansion and building was already in progress, which involved, among other things, the widening of the main street from the Forum to the Artemis temple, and the replacing of the Ionic columns with bigger and better Corinthian models. Marble was brought from Asia Minor and granite from Aswan for greater magnificence of effect. Temples were ruthlessly pulled down and rebuilt on grander lines, including that of the titular goddess of the town, Artemis. 
City and Walls
You can still trace Jarash's two-mile circuit wall, with its 101 towers. The wall enclosed 210 acres, nearly three times the area of Roman Ostia. An inscription reveals that the walls were finished before 75 CE. Jarash's nerve-center, the crossing of the cardo and the decumanus, was marked by an elliptical colonnaded caravanserai. The whole presents yet another picture of the adaptation of Greco-Roman civic amenities to the needs of a desert culture.
A wise and apparently honest administration must have accumulated considerable wealth for the town during this period, for in the first century current era they embarked on an almost complete rebuilding program. A comprehensive town plan was drawn up, the basis of which was the typical Roman one of a main street with columns, intersected by two cross streets which governed the layout of everything else in the town. No substantial changes in this plan were made throughout the whole of its life. An inscription on the northwest gate, at the end of the north cross street, tells us that the enclosing town wall was completed in 75-76 CE, thus setting a limit to the area of possible growth.
The city itself is enclosed by a vast wall, built in the second half of the first century current era. At variance with the grid layout of the town, and presumably representing an earlier layout is the forum, of an unusual oval shape, above which stand the Zeus temple and the south theatre. Along the main street to the west between the two tetrapylons are the splendid second-century propylaea leading toward the podium of the Artemis temple. Near this are the remains of a fourth-century cathedral and several later churches. The walls which enclosed the town, and which can still be seen for the greater part of their length, were, by the nature of their light construction, not intended to withstand a serious siege, but rather to keep off the desert marauders, who were a continual menace to settled life.
The main street at about 22-23 CE was bordered with Ionic columns, which are still extant in the Forum and the stretch of street north of the North Tetrapylon. The North Gate, which had to be remodelled to meet Trajan's road, and was rebuilt in 115 CE. The South Gate was a triple arch, similar to the Triumphal Arch, though much smaller in size. 
We now enter the town proper, and in looking at the ruins a few points should be remembered which will help the mind's eye to reconstruct  the remains.  The temples all had pent roofs covered with red tiles; the elaborate carving of the capitals, architraves, etc., was painted in vivid colors; the churches were nearly all roofed in the clerestory style; all the main buildings were profusely adorned with marble statues. All the building materials are found locally in considerable variety, though granite columns and sawn marble slabs were imported for greater magnificence.
We now return to the Forum and proceed along the main Street of Columns, which runs the whole length of the town from the Forum to the North Gate, a distance of some 650 yards. The original street was laid out between 39 CE and 76 in the Ionic order; the Corinthian order which now runs as far as the Artemis Gate represents an expansion and rebuilding in the last half of the second century. Many of the square bases of the columns are unfinished, particularly those on the left shortly after leaving the Forum, and some of the larger columns are of uneven heights, necessitating an adjustment of the architraves. This also can be seen in the columns just mentioned. Wherever a large public building occurs, the height of the columns in front of it is raised in proportion to the height of the façade, as can be seen from those in front of the Nymphaeum and Artemis Propylaea. The street still retains its original paving stones along practically the whole length, and ruts made by chariot wheels can be clearly seen in some places, particularly near the South Tetrapylon. It is probable that the raised sidewalk, between the columns and the shops, was roofed in some way. There was a great drain running down the center of the street, with manholes at regular intervals; these had iron rings in them set in lead, and it used to be a favorite pastime of the villagers to chip out this lead for use in their old muzzleloaders. There were tanks and fountains at frequent intervals along the street, the greatest of which was the Nymphaeum. Holes can be seen in the curb for taking the rainwater into the main drain. In the center of the South Tetrapylon is the junction of the main street drain with that of the side street.
At the intersection of the main street by the two principal side streets Tetrapyla were erected, and the southern one consists of four square piers, each supporting four columns on top of which was a stepped pyramid probably surmounted by a statue. The southeast pier has been reconstructed as far as the bases of the columns, but the inscription on the south face is a later Byzantine addition. The circular plaza and shops around it were built in the late third or early fourth century, but we have no evidence as to when the Tetrapylon itself was put up. The cross street runs west to a gate in the town wall, and east steeply down to a bridge which spanned the valley at this point.
Continuing on along the main street, we next come to the gate and stairway leading to the cathedral, flanked on either side by shops. But this gate is really that of an earlier temple and beneath the stairway are remains of the original one.
From the Artemis temple a good view of the city wall can be obtained. This is in the greater part preserved, following the slopes and contours of the valley on both sides; the east side is in best condition. The wall gives evidence of the growth and development of the city as it gradually increased in size, for on the west side it is extremely irregular in layout, not in consequence of the peculiarities of the site, but in order to contain and protect areas already covered with buildings. On the east side the construction is in long, straight lines. The whole work seems to belong to one period, namely the late first century of the current era, as no variety can be seen in the style of building except repairs of later periods. In design it consists of solid bastions set at regular intervals of about 164 feet, square in plan, joined together by a curtain wall 8.2 feet thick, built of well-cut, large-drafted masonry on both faces, filled in with rubble and with earth thrown in. In intention, it is an enclosure wall to ward off raids or a sudden attack, not to withstand a regular siege with engines as there is no ditch.
Beyond the Artemis Propylaea the street narrows, and the Ionic order appears again. At the intersection of the north cross street is another Tetrapylon, quite different in plan from the southern one. This had four piers joined by arches, and the whole surmounted by a dome, giving an effect similar to the domed room of the baths adjoining. This Tetrapylon was dedicated in honor of Julia Domna, the Syrian wife of the Emperor Septimus Severus (193-211 CE). On the north and south faces were freestanding columns, and from the lions' heads on their bases water spouted into basins below. From here a footpath leads to the West Baths, constructed probably some time in the second century, and containing one of the earliest examples of what is technically known as a dome on pendentives, that is to say, a circular dome put onto a square room. There were originally three such domes, one on the large room to the west and one on each of the smaller rooms to the north and south; only that on the small north room now survives. On the west, the side nearest the street, was a fine courtyard with a double row of columns. But as no excavation has yet been undertaken in this building, and owing to its tumbled condition, it is difficult to be sure of the plan.
The North Gate, as now seen, was built in 115 CE under Claudius Severus, a legate of the Emperor Trajan who rebuilt the road from Pella in the Jordan valley to Jarash, replacing an earlier and less elaborate structure. A curious feature is that it is much wider on the west than on the east, due to the fact that the main Street of Columns and the Pella road meet at an obtuse angle, and the architect wished to present a façade at right angles to each road. About 1/2 mile up the valley from the North Gate is the spring which supplied the western half of the town with water. This spring is called now Berketain, the two cisterns, from the great masonry pool, divided in half by a cross wall, which was constructed around the spring. Adjoining these on the west is a small theater. A sixth-century inscription says that the notorious Maiumas water festival was held here, a festival frowned on by the Christian element, as it involved, among other things, mixed bathing. It is indeed surprising to find that it was celebrated here so late, and at a time when Christianity must have been very strong.
There was originally a colonnade around the pool, which must also have enjoyed a more sylvan setting than is at present the case. Even when Burckhardt visited the site in 1812 he described it as a "most romantic spot," where "large oak and walnut trees overshadow the stream." The pool was built in the early third century, and the theater somewhat later.
From the North Tetrapylon a street runs west, flanked by columns of the Ionic order, the tops of three of which can be seen sticking up out of the fields. A footpath leads past these to a plaza in the Corinthian order, with fine large columns and enormous architraves. Adjoining this on the south is the North theater, considerably smaller than the southern one. 
Today you can walk beneath four imposing gates, or make your way down the "Street of Columns" - the Roman Cardo - running 650 feet north from the Oval Plaza. As you step over the tracks of chariot wheels still visible in the paving stones, imagine prosperous citizens window-shopping beneath a covered sidewalk. Jarash was an open city of free-standing structures richly embellished with marble and granite. Its engineering was so advanced that large parts of the city still survive today. 
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